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Correctional Officers Receive Medals of Valor 

Awards Highlight National Correctional Officers’ Week 
 
 
Santa Fe, NM –Two correctional officers have received medals for courageous acts displayed in the line of duty 
while working at the Penitentiary of New Mexico Level VI facility.  
 
Lt. Joseph Pacheco and Capt. Adino Castillo, of Santa Fe, were awarded Medals of Valor during a 
Correctional Officers’ Week awards ceremony May 4, 2010 at the Penitentiary of New Mexico in Santa Fe.  Lt. 
Pacheco and Capt. Castillo were awarded Medals of Valor for their response to a life-threatening gang-related 
incident that occurred in the recreation yard at the Penitentiary of New Mexico, Level IV facility on July 28, 
2008.  Lt. Pacheco and Capt. Castillo were called to the recreation pens and acted quickly and decisively to stop 
the disturbance by deploying tear gas into the area.   
 
Corrections Department employees are eligible to earn the Medal of Valor for demonstrating acts of bravery 
under extraordinary or unusual circumstances.  To be eligible for this award, the employee shall have displayed 
courage in the face of potential peril while saving or attempting to save the life of another person, or distinguish 
himself or herself by performing in stressful situations with exceptional posture and judgment. The Medal of 
Valor is the department’s second highest award. 

 
 
*Pictured left to right: PNM Warden George Tapia, Capt. Adino Castillo, Lt. Joseph Pacheco, and NMCD Secretary Joe R. Williams  


